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Panama Canal Webquest Worksheet

Directions: Use the websites (you can hold “control” while clicking on the sites to answer the following questions so that you don’t have to type in the URL).  Follow along with the headings and fully answer each question. 
You should learn by the end of this activity…

1) Why the canal was necessary. 

2) How America came to build the canal.

3) The challenges faced by building the canal.

4) How the canal lock system works.

Make Dirt Fly…

1. Summarize the importance of building a canal in Central America. (http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/whybuild.html)

2. Who owned Panama originally? Why was Panama chosen over Nicaragua as the site for a canal? ((http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/chooseroute.html))
3. List the challenges of building the canal and their solutions. (http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/dirtfly.html)

4. What disease threatened the building of the canal? How did William Gorgas combat the problem of disease in Panama? (http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/bugwar.html)

5. What was offered to the American work force to keep them content? http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/zonelife.html
6. What industry became the largest employer of engineers? 

http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/civengineer.html
7. When did the canal open? 

http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/engineeringicon.html
8.Identify at least two interesting tidbits of information and explain why those facts are surprising to you. (http://www.sil.si.edu/Exhibitions/Make-the-Dirt-Fly/didyouknow.html)

Technology…



9.In a few sentences, explain how the lock system works and why it was necessary to employ in the canal project. (http://www.pancanal.com/eng/general/howitworks/index.html) ( Click on “Transit”, “Operation”, and “Dimensions” to examine how the lock system works.
10.Watch the trip through the Panama Canal. Make a few observations about the trip. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pv0upmpPw3c)
